tion, Fellow of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, &c.? Philadelphia, 1855. 2 vols. pp. 615. pp. 813. In the wide range of science, there are, it might be supposed, few subjects "which more deserve the serious consideration of humane and civilized governments than the causes which influence the spread of epidemic diseases; yet, strange to say, compared with other subjects of far less importance, they have received but little attention. There can be no better proof of this than the stolid indifference with which we regard the late cholera epidemic, which swept away some fifteen thousand of our fellow-creatures from this busy metropolis in the course of a few weeks. While it lasted, we taxed our energies to devise means to stay its progress, and to prevent its recurrence. Brooms and dust-carts were called into requisition, and masses of filth which had been deeply buried in the earth were exhumed and carried to a distance; the nauseous breath of drains and cesspools was stifled by lime, while the parochial authorities waged war against the impurities which for ages had poisoned the dwellings of the poor j but hardly had the last victim of the pestilence been consigned to the grave, when we relapsed into our former state ?f indifference. Filth of every description has again been allowed to accumulate, Avhile the poor from their washing have returned to fallow in the mire which is almost inseparable from their humble 36-xviii, '1 Reviews.
[Oct. Dr. La Roche contrasts the cessation of yellow fever in cold weather with the cessation of fevers arising from marshes; this coincidence, he conceives, furnishes additional proof of the non-contagious nature of the former.
The fevers, he says, though not identical, are closely allied, and are everywhere under the influence of certain hygrometrical conditions of the atmosphere, are due to the action of domestic causes, and are universally admitted to be void of contagious properties.
" Every one, from the learned physician to the gossiping granny, knows full well that cold weather is sure to be marked by a cessation of the fevers in question." The extinction of yellow fever by cold we believe to be an undisputed fact, which has not, and perhaps cannot, be explained; but our learned author goes on to state that the same beneficial change is produced through other agencies?copious rains, heavy winds, especially from the north, desiccating and long-continued heat and drought; and that at times it is brought about by a change in the epidemic meteorization, the evolution of ozone, &c.
As he does not inform us on what grounds he has formed these opinions, and as he elsewhere attributes the evolution of the disease to the same agencies, we have little hesitation in again ascribing these notions to his not having any settled opinions respecting epidemic meteorization, ozone, or even of the disease itself. There is a looseness in his modes of reasoning, and an abuse of scientific language, which we imagine may be traced to vanity, or a wish to appear learned in matters on which wise men are not ashamed to confess their ignorance. Sydenham, speaking of the kind of atmospheric constitution in which certain morbific influences are supposed to be developed, justly observes that " they are points on which we must be contented to plead ignorance. Reviews.
[Oct. Confounding the two diseases, he seems to think that it ought to have the same effect in yellow fever that it has in periodic fevers; but we have yet to learn that it has any influence on the system in the former beyond that "of acting as a tonic.
